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Implementing the 15-Minute City in Paris and Beyond

Carlos Moreno
g - EEiE
Hi%: MR RFAREHARNRIIEIR

REE - REEEERFHAFEEHFNR (AE) BEEE, thE “Qll—Wt—eliR " ETIBENHERELBA
MMFEE ME—IERARISHELLTEZEMRA. BEXKMHHFR, EFiRE “15 2EsH" B
ME&. X—EXMESMEMAFENETER, RERTRKRE - FARKFASARG, H=E£7 2K
MR, REEUERAEN, BEHUSHEMER. UARENTE, Ma9FmSEikshEEA M
HEENEE, HRRIERTREN, ESREEML RS M ERD B Mt /52 E K.

Q=Question A=Answer

Q: In European urban discourse, 15-Minute City is really
becoming a popular concept now. How do you link the
concept of 15-Minute City with neighborhood regeneration?  A: Yes, the 15-minute city
Do you think it's a concept of regeneration? is intertwined with urban
[ RPN B e, 1S ST oA AT regeneration. Why? On the
TGS “15 3Bl X — RS S EDOE DR ER? BIALNE one hand, we have a lot
AR PR NG ? of cities around the world
shaped by the paradigm
of the 20th century. There are three points: car-centered cities. Secondly solidified cities, corporate
districts, residential areas, cultural points, and administrative points. Third, the long commuting
hours. People spend a lot of time every day participating in various activities, which is a consequence
of the first two features. Urban regeneration is a process that transforms this legacy. From the car-
centered cities solidified with long commutes towards more livable cities for more integrated, more
complete neighborhoods, for having more welcome, more local services.
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Urban generation is not only to develop a reduced CO2 footprint but also to regenerate our local
economy, develop local commerce, shorter circuits, use raw materials, develop a more local
economy, have more local interactions, and pedestrianization for fostering people to buy in the local
commerce. In this proximity to a 15-minute city, one of the essential keys to transforming our cities
is a regenerative circular economy, circular ecology, and social circularity. Proximity and circularity
are the two crucial points defined in the call for action by the 12th World Urban Forum in Cairo.
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Q: As you know, Asian cities, like Shanghai, tend to have higher

density and larger populations than European cities. And how

do you implement in the context of metropolises? Can you give A: Yes, of course, the case

an example? of Shanghai is the case of the

B GisprAl, SEPNSETan B, A LR ISR T N 8 R o big metropolis worldwide. The

NIRRT 2 W GRS T 15 2p 8k FUE implementation is totally relat-

St 52 ed to the diagnosis of this kind
of city. This is for example, the

case of a big metropolis, Santiago de Chile. We need to first understand land use in a city, in a metropolis.

This is the case in Shanghai.
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We need to understand the use of the transport infrastructures. This is, for example, the density of
people that live in the area. This is the density of families. This is the density of the different social
statuses. This is, for example, the status of families with a high-level education. This is the elderly
people. This is the people without children. This is people with children. We need to understand the
development of the use of a city. This is, for example, the mix-use area where people live and the
industries are accessible. This is the map of the access to the services economy.
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We can gain access to the data of factories and services economy, that are not the same kind of
activities in the industry. The factories, for example, are the places without a possibility to implement
in services. This is the candidate for developing remote economies.
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This includes, for example, the six essential functions of living, supply, work, care, education, and
enjoyment, which are related to their presence or absence in different places.
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The map of the six essential
functions to live, supply,
work, care, educate, and
enjoy in Santiago de Chile.
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Elaboracién propia en base
a metodologia de célculo de
HQSL.(Credit Nueva Alameda
Team)

Here, we have the rudder with different consciences: to live, to supply, to work, to care, to enjoy, and
to educate. There are three indicators: my personal and familiar well-being, my social well-being,
including my neighbors and my work colleagues, as well as my ecological well-being. Here, we have
different access to infrastructures by capability, local commerce, safety, libraries, cinemas, etc.
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This is the map of land use in a district. This is the resume of the use of land for living, for industry,
for services, for commerce, for infrastructures, the type of population, the surface, and the density.
Here, we have the total number of people who live in individual homes and people who live in flats.
The ratio the people that live in each one of the homes, the profile of families, the rate of affordable
housing, and the rate of hobbies at the socioeconomic level.

AR DS A H IR AR B, X2 TANE. Tk, MRSk, ik, Bl 75w+ 3|
FTEORIHER, B RN RA, S e, X8, FRAIGEE 2 E RS B A s
fE REGE, IR T REEANORILS, REEG, REMEGEEEER, PR RIEAE AR
BZ T L,

And this is the cross with the different profiles. We have different profiles. We observe and analyze
the lifestyle of the population based on over 10 different points: inequities, quality of public space,
access to equipment, demographic trends, social housing, socioeconomic access, gentrification,
technological connectivity, presence of informal commerce, the presence of the skyscrapers of the
high buildings, cultural activities, and the ratio of green areas, etc.
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After that, we will define the essential functions. We have also defined the topics for improving our
quality of life. Finally, we will propose new recommendations for creating a local urban plan. This
is one methodology used for Paris, Bogota, Buenos Aires, Santiago de Chile, Seoul, Busan, and
Shanghai. This is, in fact, the real way to use science, data and a participatory citizen in power mode
to generate a roadmap.
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Q: Thank you very much for your inspiring examples. Does the
concept of the 15-Minute City increase social segregation by ~A: | will explain that con-
encouraging people to stay within their communities? Or, on  cretely with the statistics.
the contrary, could it promote social integration? What is the shape of cities
e JER R A X AT T 2 PR L 15 SrEkbil T [l today, particularly in the 21st
BB A H WX N, Wil 7 #h2sbRs? sk, century? Our cities world-
MR, BRESIOELSmA? wide are essentially identical
patterns, the same shape, a
signature in the legacy of the Athens charter, of the Le Corbusier modern urbanism. Our cities around
the world in the five continents are in this shape. Essentially, car-centered cities, infrastructure for
cars, highways, skylines for working, and buildings for housing in the outskirts. This is the shape of
cities around the world.
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This is the digitalization of the city of Vancouver (Figure 7), one of the most occident modern western
cities. In this city, we have digitalized access to essential services. Here are one-family dwellings, two-
family dwellings, familiar dwellings, local agriculture, industrial areas, historical areas, and commercial
activities. The different color blocks on the map represent different areas such as office, historic centre,
residential, etc. This is the concrete solidification in the legacy of the Le Corbusier segmentation.
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In Ulaanbaatar, we are experiencing a strong process of social segregation due to the emergency
of the corporate district. There are residential middle-class areas, residential high-class areas,
residential poor areas, and even slums.
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In the 21st century, cities are gentrified and segregated due to economic inequities. At the same time,
there is spatial injustice with the people who live far away. And there is a temporary injustice with
people who should spend more than one hour, two, three, or even four hours just commuting to get a
salary. This social inequality characterizes our cities in the 21st century.
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This is the digitalization of one of the middle cities in France, Toulouse. a lovely city, great city, high
quality of life. What is the reality? We have defined six essential functions: to live, to play, to work, to
care, to educate, and to enjoy. The different colors represent the degree of mixing of the six functions.
What is the situation in this city? In Toulouse, at the center of the city, the color is blue. There's a
higher quality of life because we have access for the essential of six services. Twenty kilometers
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far away is red color. This is a low quality. Why? Because these are essentially dormitory areas. The
dormitory areas are essentially just for having one roof and four walls, without access to the services.
This is the reality of our cities today.
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Figure 8 Digitalization of
Toulouse in France
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Another example is Bogota, a big metropolis in South America with 9 million inhabitants. The
distribution of population and employment reveals a spatial imbalance: nearly one-third of the city's
population (3 million residents) lives in the overcrowded western region, while jobs are concentrated
in the northeast, far from these residential areas.

FHMOIFRIEIR, ERmEMN—ERA 900 7 )E RIKE T, MAOFELIAERE, &k
=02 —HANCOEEAEPEEIX IR, B 300 /7 /& RALTERB AR R, AR RRgES; kb ixi
AL FZERTERILES, EEIXE NOREX,

This is the education level in the populated areas of the Southwest. It is essentially primary school.
We don't have access to superior education. In contrast, in the Northeast, people have access to the
university and education. These populated areas are overcrowded, lacking employment opportunities
and access to education. In terms of income levels, the southern part of Bogota is a low-income area,
where there is overcrowding, poverty, lack of access to education and lack of jobs, while the higher-
income population is found in the other parts of the city. In terms of commuting, access to education
and health facilities, and leisure trips, residents of the south spend more than 90 to 120 minutes
traveling to their workplaces and accessing education, health care, and leisure activities, which is the
true social difference in a city of 9 million inhabitants.
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Now, this is the case of the city of Paris. Paris is a beautiful city, but we have a legacy of inequities.
In Paris, there is a vertical line from the north to the south in the middle. The west of Paris is a
wealthy area. Wealthy people live in this area. In the east of Paris, more middle-class and working-
class people live there. We can compare the social housing in the West of Paris. Wealthy people,
for example, in this district, 7th District, 2.2% of social housing. In the 16th District, 7.2% of social
housing. Now, in the east of Paris, 20th District, 36.4% of social housing. 19th District, 42.5% of social
housing. This is the social inequalities. Today, the worst people live here without social mixite. 2.2%
of social housing versus 42% of social housing in the northeast. This is totally unacceptable.
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With the 15-minute city, we have developed a program for rebalance, for developing a social mixite.
In the West of Paris, buildings are transformed into offices for the corporate headquarters of luxury
offices. We have, with the 15 Minute City, developed this program to change the commercial single-
use offices into socially mixed city housing with mixed users. We have created new centralities.
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In the west of Paris, we have created 50% of social housing, 25% of middle-class housing, and 25% of
high-income housing. We also have mixed housing, offices, businesses, public facilities, and a public
park. This is a reality. If you come to Paris, | will be your guide for visiting this area.
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This street, Rue Saint Dominique, in the 7th District, is one of the most selected streets in Paris, with
2.2% of social housing. The city of Paris has bought these two blocks, the former headquarters of the
Ministry of Defense. We have transformed these blocks in this new 15-minute city area for hosting
50% of social housing, 25% of middle class, and 25% of high-income housing. 25% of owners with
green areas, export activities, public libraries, public schools, sports activities, and local shops. We
have installed people with low-income revenues to live here in these places because we have social
housing. What was the first obstacle to this installation? Some residents of Rue Saint-Dominique
opposed housing low-income individuals, arguing that socioeconomic mixing would lower the
neighborhood's perceived quality. Of course, the mayor of Paris has been installed in this district
today. This place exists today. Not only does this place exist, but this program was awarded the best
French architecture and design award. This is the concrete answer to the question of gentrification.
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The key is social housing, social mixing, and affordable housing for mixing people. In other words,
15-minute cities reduce—rather than worsen—social segregation.
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